
KEY FACTS

• World War I lasted from 1914-1918. World War I involved two main sides: the Allied Powers, 
which included Great Britain and France, and the Central Powers, which included Germany and 
Austria-Hungary. Many people were killed or wounded in World War I.

• World War I didn’t just start overnight. Countries in Europe had been angry at each other for a 
while, but what most people think was the last straw in this long argument happened in 1914. 
Franz Ferdinand, who was next in line to the throne of Austria-Hungary, was shot and killed in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia. Someone from Serbia did this, and Serbia was one of Austria-Hungary’s main 
enemies. Austria-Hungary eventually declared war on Serbia, but since Germany was allied with 
Austria-Hungary, they also declared war on Serbia. Russia was allied with Serbia, so the war had 
two countries on each side.

• Great Britain got involved in the war because they had promised a while ago to protect 
Belgium, and Germany had declared war on Belgium.

• Great Britain was on the side of the Allied Powers, which were also called the Entente Powers.
• Over 16 million people died during World War I. One of the largest battles of World War I was 

the Battle of the Somme in France. It lasted from 1 July to 18 November 1916. Around 1 million 
people were killed or wounded during that time.

• Remembrance Day, also called Armistice Day, is on 11 November every year since King George 
V declared it in 1919. It is a time to think about those in the armed forces who have died in 
battle, not just in World War I.

• Poppies are a symbol of Remembrance Day because they grew all over the battlefields in 
Northern France and Flanders. Red poppies grow naturally in places in Western Europe where 
the soil has been turned over and mixed up. This happened in France because of all the fighting 
that had taken place there. A soldier named John McCrae was inspired by seeing all the poppies 
and wrote a poem about it called ‘In Flanders Fields’.

TOPIC VOCABULARY

Triple Entente - A military alliance between Great Britain, 
France, and Russia in the years proceeding World War I
Triple Alliance - A military alliance between Germany, Austria -
Hungary, and Italy in the years proceeding World War I
The Allies - The nations of Great Britain, France, and Russia, 
along with the other nations that fought on their side.
The Central Powers - The nations of Germany and Austria -
Hungary, along with the other nations that fought on their 
side.
Propaganda - Information or material spread to advance a 
cause or to damage an opponent’s cause
Trench Warfare - a method of fighting in which soldiers from 
opposing armies are in trenches facing each other 
Western Front - The region of northern France where the 
forces of the Allies and the Central Powers battled each other

OTHER USEFUL VOCABULARY

Significant, cause, impact, debate, change

WORLD WAR ONE

ONLINE RESOURCES AND FURTHER READING
A soldier's friend by Megan Rix
Only remembered Edited by Michael Morpurgo
Stories of WWI Edited by Tony Bradman

YEAR 6

NATIONAL CURRICULUM AIMS

They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change and cause.
They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about significance.   
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