
Newsletter
December #1- 2018

Dear Parents,

On Friday, the school held its Christmas Service in Southwark Cathedral. It is always a special occasion 
and this year was no exception. It featured ‘Gold, Frankincense and Mirth’ which was led by Y5 
supported by the other KS2 classes, while the younger children from EYFS and Year 1 sang ‘Away in a 
Manger’.
‘Gold, Frankincense and Mirth’ was a humorous and touching Nativity musical which Year 5 performed 
tremendously well. Their confidence, ability and talent shone through as they told the story of the birth 
of Jesus with a few jokes along the way. The singing from all the children was beautiful, particularly 
Ellah’s (Y6) solo from ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. Franklin’s (Y4) reading was very polished and 
professional. 
It was great to see the many parents and friends of the school at the Cathedral for this service. 

Christmas Service
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Clubs
Clubs now have finished for this term. They 
begin again on W/B 21st January 2019.

To give more notice to parents, so after-school 
arrangements can be made, we are going to send 
the club sign-up email this week and notify you 
which clubs have been allocated before the 
Christmas holidays.

Calculations
By Year 6, for addition, subtraction, division and 
multiplication, children are usually using similar 
formal written methods parents were taught 
when they were in primary school.

Lower down the school however, different 
methods are used, such as line and grid methods. 
This is so children build up a deeper understanding 
of what is actually going on when ‘borrowing’, 
‘carrying’, etc. using the formal methods further 
up the school.

Exactly how we teach each mathematical 
operation in each year group is outlined in our 
Calculation Policy here: 
http://www.cathedralprimaryschool.com/maths/c
alculations/

Please do refer to it when working with your child 
at home to avoid causing confusion.

Crib Service
A message from the Cathedral:

Calling all angels, shepherds, wise people, 
donkeys, sheep and reindeer!

Come along in costume to the Crib Service at 4pm 
on Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of baby 
Jesus.

Everyone welcome!

Juliet Jones
One of the school’s volunteers, who for many 
years has supported children with their reading, 
is now a published author. Sue Reardon Smith 
has written a delightful book of short stories 
which is full of surprises and also contains very 
good advice for growing up. 

We are very lucky that Sue will be reading one of 
the tales from her book as well as discussing the 
stories in a special assembly on Monday 10th

December.

‘Juliet Jones and the Ginger Pig’ is now available 
on Amazon.co.uk.

Dolly Parton Free Books
If you have a child who was born in 2016, 2017, 
or 2018, and you live in Southwark, you can 
make bedtime book time with the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library. 

Your child will receive a book in the post every 
month until their fifth birthday, absolutely free.

To register, please click the following link: 
https://imaginationlibrary.com/check-
availability/

If you are able to buy the school a 
fiction book for our ‘Book Bingo’ 
initiative we would be very 
grateful.
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Important Dates

Collective Worship
The dates for next term’s collective worship are 
below. We recommend parents arrive at the hall 
at 8.50am. Collective worship begins at 8.55am. 
Unfortunately, latecomers cannot be admitted. 
Collective worship cannot be filmed by parents.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
Class 3 and Class 4 will be leading Cathedral 
Services in the spring so they do not lead 
collective worship in school next term.
•

Date Event

Clubs have now finished for this term.

11th December Flu Vaccination (Reception to Y5)

12th December EYFS Nativity – 9.00am \ ‘Stay and Play’ afterwards.

12th December Christmas Lunch

13th December Christmas Fair – 3.30pm in the Hall

19th December Christmas Jumper Day (£2 Donation)

19th December Christmas Pantomime - Scroogical

20th December EYFS & KS1 Christmas parties

21st December KS2 Christmas parties

21st December Last day of term. Normal finish time of 3.15pm

8th January 2019 First day of Spring term for children

21st January First week of clubs for Spring Term

Date Class

Wednesday 30th January 2019 Class 6

Wednesday 6th February 2019 Class 5

Wednesday 13th February 2019 Class 2

Wednesday 13th March 2019 Class 1

Wednesday 20th March 2019 Reception

Flu Vaccination
Reception to Y5 will receive a nasal vaccination 
for influenza on 11th December. If you haven’t 
done so already, please return the consent form 
which is in your child’s bag.

Leadership Meeting
If you wish to discuss a matter with the school’s 
leadership team, we are usually available 
informally at one of the school gates at drop off 
or pick up, or via appointment. There is also a 
slot in the morning on 20th December where a 
governor will be also present to discuss wider-
school suggestions. As always, please contact the 
office to make an appointment.


