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Dear Parents,

Happy new year! I hope you enjoyed a restful Christmas and I wish you all the best for 2019.

Over Christmas, your household may have added a number of devices with access to the internet. 
These might include smartphones, televisions, tablets and games consoles (e.g. Xbox and Playstation). 
Many of these devices now have built in cameras which could enable your child to 'chat' and be seen 
online. If you don't want your child to have access to the internet it is worth researching what these 
products offer and what safety settings can be applied.

We have noticed that children are increasingly talking about games that have an age 18 rating. Please 
check, as age ratings of computer games sometimes slip under the radar for parents much more than  
films. Needless to say, computer games with age-ratings of 15 or 18 are inappropriate for primary 
school children.

Monitor
We would recommend that if your child is using messaging services like WhatsApp on their phones 
that you monitor the messages. (It ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ мс 
years ƻƭŘύΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǳǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
monitoring as a condition of use. Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ψ.ƛƎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩ - it is just being a responsible parent.Many 
parents assumeǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻǊ comments ς
but, occasionally, this assumption has proven to be incorrect.

Children ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨŎƭƻǎŜŘΩ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
WhatsApp) can be shared to the world and may be impossible to delete. For children, this sense of 
permanency is difficult to grasp. Sadly, however, the consequences of inappropriate use can be harmful 
and life-long. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ5ƛƎƛΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
inappropriate content that they may see online to staff in school.

On the NSPCC website ( http://www.cathedralprimaryschool.com/parental-controls) there are guides 
for how to speak to your child about issues surrounding online safety.

Yours sincerely,
Mr Scott
Acting Headteacher

Online Safety
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Parents’ Evenings
Wednesday 13th February 3.30pm - 7.30pm
Thursday 14th February 3.30pm - 5.30pm

bŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Evenings and we will also send out a copy of your 
parent login code for the online booking system 
ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀƎΦ

Miss Godsell
We are very pleased that Miss Godsell, Assistant 
Headteacher, has returned from maternity leave. 

As well as continuing in her leadership role, she 
will also be covering lessons during class 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ tt! ǘƛƳŜΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŜƴŘ 
of the school.
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Date Whole School Event

21st January Firstweek of clubs for Spring Term

30th January Class сΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ [ŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

6th February Class рΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ [ŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

13th February Class нΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ [ŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

13th & 14th February tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ

18thς22nd February Half Term

8th March (Friday) Book Day

13th March Class мΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ [ŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

20th March wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ [ŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

25th March Last week of Clubs

5th April Last day of Spring Term

Jo McEwan
Regrettably, Jo McEwan, our Home School 
Liaison Officer, will be leaving the school on 23rd 
January 2019.

We are very sad to see her go and she has been a 
tremendous support to the school community 
over the last 5 years. 

She leaves her part-time role here to dedicate all 
her working week to a business she has set up 
over the last couple of years.

We will miss her and wish her well in her future 
endeavours.

Gift of Reading
Thank you to parents who contributed to the 
fiction book appeallast term.

http://amzn.eu/cpWFdDO



