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             Maths 

 
This half term, Reception will be learning all about addition. We will be using our fin-
gers to find the total of two single-digit numbers. We also be finding one more and 
one less than a number, up to 10.  
 
To keep in line with the National Curriculum, we will be doing lots of activities around 

comparing two sets of objects and saying which one has more or less. Children will 
also be using units of measure associated with capacity and weight, focusing on vo-
cabulary such as empty and full. We will then use this when comparing the capacity of 
different objects.  Closer to Christmas, we will  also be comparing the weight of  
different objects when we become Santa’s elves and help him to weigh the presents!  
 

We will continue to practise counting to 20, starting from any number and also learn to 
count up to 30 and backwards from 30. This half term, we will also use a hundred 
square to count all the way to 100!  
 
 
 
At home: 

 Continue to practise counting objects 
 Ask children what will happen if we get one more or one less 
 Involve children in real-life problem solving skills, particularly those involving capacity and weight 

measurements. 
 
 
 

English 

Focus Book: Not Last Night But The Night Before by Colin McNaughton  

Phonics: In Autumn 2, we are continuing to look at Phase 2 sounds, and we 

will begin to look at Phase 3 sounds. We will also be learning lots of high frequen-

cy words.  

Reading: As a class, we will be reading a school scheme book together daily, during our carpet 

sessions. Here we will be developing and consolidating different reading strategies such as sounding 

out the words, recognising high frequency words and using the pictures to find meaning. Children will 

be bringing home two text books. Books will now be changed weekly as we read with the children, so 

children will now have their books changed on different days throughout the week.  

Writing: The main focus this half term will be on CVC words, where we will be supporting chil-

dren to sound out words by using the ‘robot’ to enable them to write the beginning, middle and end 

sounds. When we are writing, children will be encouraged to use their phonic knowledge to build 

words, and begin to build sentences. Over the half term we will be writing for different purposes such 

as lists and cards, in line with our Festivals and Celebrations topic. 

 

At home: 
 Continue to read with your child  at least 3 times a week, recording a comment in their reading 

record 
 Encourage the children to write for real-life purposes 
 Encourage children to start noticing the high frequency words in books they are reading or in the 

environment around them. 



Reception  

R.E. 

Birthdays and Celebrations 

In our R.E sessions, we will be thinking about the dif-

ferent kinds of celebrations, such as birthdays, Diwali 

and Hanukkah and how they are celebrated. 

A major focus this term will be on the Christmas  

story; learning what happened, who visited Baby Jesus 

and the different ways Christmas is  

celebrated.  

Communication and  

Language 

 

A focus this half term is developing children's un-
derstanding of vocabulary so that they can ask 
and answer questions appropriately. 

We will also be focusing on using past, present 
and future forms when talking about events that 
have happened or are to happen in the future.  

 

Understanding the World 

Festivals and Celebrations  

This half term our topic is ‘Festivals and Celebrations’.  

As part of  our topic, we will be learning about different festivals and celebrations, including Bonfire 
Night, Remembrance Day, Hanukkah and Christmas. We will also be looking at significant personal 
events in our lives, such as birthdays.  

Continuing from last half term, in Computing we will continue to learn about how we can stay safe 
when we are online. We will continue practising turning laptops and iPad’s on and off. We will also in-
troduce roamer and remote controlled vehicles.  

Expressive Arts and Design 
 
This half term, there will be lots of op-
portunities for singing and performing 
with our Collective Worship and EYFS 

Nativity Concert.  
 
In line with our topic, we will also be using differ-
ent media and materials to design and make Bon-
fire Night inspired pictures, poppies for Remem-
brance Day and menorah for Hanukkah. We will, 
of course, be doing lots of craft activities for 
Christmas too!  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development (PSED)  

In PSED, we will be talking about significant 
events in our lives, such as birthdays and family 
celebrations. We will also be looking at the simi-
larities and differences in significant life events 
and the different festivals and celebrations. Now 
the children are starting to develop wider friend-
ships in Reception, we will continue to focus on 
building friendships and resolving small conflicts 
independently.  

PE & Physical Development 
 
 

This half term, PE will take place on Tuesday. we 
will be developing gross motor skills in games, 
and we will also continue to develop throwing and 
catching skills using soft balls.   

As the weather is getting colder, please ensure 
your child has a pair of long, navy jogging bottoms 
and a plain navy jumper for PE lessons.  

PLEASE ENSURE PE KITS ARE AT SCHOOL ON 
MONDAY EACH WEEK AND  ITEMS ARE NAMED.  

SOME IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 

Wednesday 21st November at 08:55 am: Collective 

Worship  

Friday 7th December at 9.30 am: Christmas Service 

at Southwark Cathedral.  

 

A letter will be sent in due course to advise you further 

about arrangements. 


